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Exchange With Reporters Prior to a
Meeting With Congressional Leaders
January 2, 1996

Budget Negotiations
Q. Mr. President, is this the meeting at

which you’re going to start making some
compromises on the most contentious issues?

The President. Well, I’m looking forward
to it, and I hope we can reach an agreement.
I want to compliment the Senate on voting
to reopen the Government today for the next
several days while we attempt to finalize this,
and I hope the House will follow suit. That’s
a very good sign, and I’m looking forward
to the meeting tonight.

Q. Will the House follow suit, Mr. Speak-
er?

Speaker Gingrich. Well, our Members
will be back by noon tomorrow, and we hope
to meet with all of them and brief them on
tonight’s meeting and whatever happens to-
morrow morning and maybe get something
done during the day tomorrow. I think if we
can both get movement on the balanced
budget and get the Government back to
work, and paid for, that really would be a
good step in the right direction.

Q. Will you encourage them to take the
Senate bill?

Speaker Gingrich. We’re going to have
a good meeting tonight, and we’ll report to
the Members what happened when they get
back tomorrow.

NOTE: The exchange began at 6:15 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Proclamation 6860—Death of
Admiral Arleigh A. Burke
January 2, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As a mark of respect for the memory of

Admiral Arleigh Burke, one of our Nation’s
foremost naval heroes, I hereby order, by the
authority vested in me as President of the
United States of America by section 175 of

title 36 of the United States Code, that the
flag of the United States shall be flown at
half-staff upon all public buildings and
grounds, at all military posts and naval sta-
tions, and on all naval vessels of the Federal
Government in the District of Columbia and
throughout the United States and its Terri-
tories and possessions until interment. I also
direct that the flag shall be flown at half-
staff for the same period at all United States
embassies, legations, consular offices, and
other facilities abroad, including all military
facilities and naval vessels and stations.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of January, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 4, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 5.

Remarks on the Impact of the
Budget Impasse and an Exchange
With Reporters
January 3, 1996

The President. Good afternoon. I have
just finished meeting with my Cabinet to re-
ceive an update on the consequences of the
Government shutdown that Congress has im-
posed on the American people and on the
hardworking public employees who are now
working without pay and the many who want
to work but are not permitted to return to
work. Each day this shutdown continues, the
consequences grow worse.

Before I get into some of the specific
things that came out of the Cabinet meeting,
let me remind the American people that this
shutdown is not caused by the fact that the
congressional leaders and I have not yet
reached agreement on a balanced budget
plan or on all the appropriations for this year.
In fact, it is part of an explicit strategy by
Republicans to shut the Government down
to get their way on budget and tax issues.
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This has never been done before. It is not
a natural disaster. It is an unnatural disaster
borne of a cynical political strategy.

It is long past time to reopen the Govern-
ment. I am pleased that after 2 weeks of this
shutdown, the Senate Republicans have
voted to reopen the Government, putting the
interest of our country ahead of politics. Our
budget talks are proceeding seriously and in
good faith. I have been impressed by the ef-
forts made on all sides, including those by
Senator Dole and by Speaker Gingrich and
Leader Armey and Senator Daschle and Mr.
Gephardt. We are working together in good
faith. This shutdown is not speeding our
talks. It is only casting a shadow over them.

Let me report to you some of the specific
examples of harm already caused by the shut-
down. This week, the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram for senior citizens will run out of
money. Half the Head Start programs in the
country will run out of money within the
month. The Centers for Disease Control
tracking system cannot accurately keep up
with the flu outbreak in the Midwest. On
an average day, 260 small businesses are
being denied $40 million in capital, loans that
would create new jobs for Americans. We
are not able to enforce our trade laws to pro-
tect our workers and our products. We’re not
able to weatherize homes in this winter to
protect the elderly from the cold.

Yesterday, the Environmental Protection
Agency shut down toxic waste cleanups at 32
sites across America. Every day, 240 calls to
the Drinking Water Contamination Hotline
now go unanswered. The EPA’s efforts to
prevent cryptosporidium from contaminating
city water supplies, something that proved a
deadly threat in the city of Milwaukee, have
been badly delayed. EPA enforcement ef-
forts have completely stopped.

Medicare contractors who serve our elder-
ly are not being paid. Many of them now
are dipping into their own pockets to keep
health care coming, but they won’t be able
to do it for long. Ten States have run out
of the funding they use to run our unemploy-
ment insurance program, and 15 more will
soon do so.

Ninety-five percent of all workplace safety
activities have been shut down. All sweatshop
enforcement has been stopped. And inves-

tigations into 3,500 potential cases of pension
fraud have ground to a halt.

Two weeks ago when a mill burned down
in Massachusetts, workers received imme-
diate assistance for child care, transportation,
and job training. Last week when 2,000 work-
ers lost their jobs from a Rhode Island fac-
tory, the Labor Department could not re-
spond at all.

Medicaid funding that goes to pay for
nursing home care, pregnant women, the dis-
abled, and poor children will be exhausted
by the end of this month. Every day we are
unable to process 2,500 applications for
mortgage insurance. That means now a back-
log of 20,000 people who are losing their
home loans, many of them losing their
chance to buy their new homes. Funds to
pay for drugs, food, and supplies at veterans
hospitals run out today. And 170,000 veter-
ans did not receive their December edu-
cational benefits.

At FEMA, an agency that has been univer-
sally praised by Republicans and Democrats
alike, the emergency food and shelter pro-
gram for people facing disasters has run out
of funds. And according to Director James
Lee Witt, some State emergency manage-
ment agencies have actually had to shut their
operations. We can only hope that they will
not suffer a disaster while this occurs.

The Secretary of State reports that this
shutdown is adversely affecting the national
security of the country. We are running the
risk of not being able to maintain our diplo-
macy abroad. And this shutdown, frankly, is
injuring the reputation of the United States
around the world. People wonder what is
going on.

The shutdown has been especially dev-
astating to hundreds of thousands of dedi-
cated public servants who work for the Amer-
ican people through the Federal Govern-
ment. Some of them have actually had their
phones cut off or can no longer pay for child
care because they are working without pay
or because they are not permitted to work.
Some of those are so dedicated to their mis-
sion that they’ve actually tried to go to work
and had to be run off.

It’s time to stop holding the Federal work-
ers hostage in this process. As the Secretary
of State says, this is not how a great country
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behaves. And as I have said for months and
months and every day since this shutdown
occurred, this is not how to balance the budg-
et; it is not influencing our talks; we ought
to reopen the Government.

Again, let me say I’m convinced both sides
want to balance the budget. We have dif-
ferent philosophies about how to do so.
Based on the hours and hours we’ve spent
working together, I’m convinced we can do
it. But it is wrong—it is deeply wrong to shut
the Government down while we negotiate
under the illusion that somehow that will af-
fect the decisions that I would make on spe-
cific issues. As I said, this is only casting a
shadow over our talks. I will continue to do
everything I can in good faith to reach an
agreement. But it is wrong to shut the Gov-
ernment down.

Again, let me compliment the Senate on
abandoning that process and voting to open
the Government while we continue to work,
and ask the House to follow suit.

Thank you very much.
Q. Mr. President, House leaders——
Q. What about your role in this, Mr. Presi-

dent?
Q. Is there anything you can do to bring

the workers, some workers back?
The President. Well, I have worked with

our people, obviously, at OMB to explore
every conceivable option to bring them back.
And I will continue to do that. I have done
everything that I have been told I can legally
do, and we are exploring some other options.
As other options come up, I will do whatever
I can. I think this is very wrong.

But they also deserve to be paid. And the
American people need to know that those
who are not working are not out there idle
of their own choice. They want to be here.
They want to be working, and we ought to
give them a chance to do it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:19 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Notice—Continuation of Libyan
Emergency
January 3, 1996

On January 7, 1986, by Executive Order
No. 12543, President Reagan declared a na-

tional emergency to deal with the unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States
constituted by the actions and policies of the
Government of Libya. On January 8, 1986,
by Executive Order No. 12544, the President
took additional measures to block Libyan as-
sets in the United States. The President has
transmitted a notice continuing this emer-
gency to the Congress and the Federal Reg-
ister every year since 1986.

The crisis between the United States and
Libya that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on January 7, 1986, has not been
resolved. The Government of Libya has con-
tinued its actions and policies in support of
terrorism, despite the calls by the United Na-
tions Security Council, in Resolutions 731
(1992), 748 (1992), and 883 (1993) that it
demonstrate by concrete actions its renunci-
ation of such terrorism. Such Libyan actions
and policies pose a continuing unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security
and vital foreign policy interests of the Unit-
ed States. For these reasons, the national
emergency declared on January 7, 1986, and
the measures adopted on January 7 and Janu-
ary 8, 1986, to deal with that emergency,
must continue in effect beyond January 7,
1996. Therefore, in accordance with section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the national
emergency with respect to Libya. This notice
shall be published in the Federal Register
and transmitted to the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
January 3, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., January 4, 1996]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on January 5.

Message to the Congress on the
Continuation of the Libyan
Emergency
January 3, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
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